Modifications & Accommodations
for Teenagers

e Color code important information.

o Have a proof-reading buddy for all writ-
ten materials.

 Use a tape recorder when getting impor-
tant information.

« Before writing letters or essays, create an
outline to simplify and organize ideas.

e Use aruler as a reading guide (to keep
focus on one line at a time) and a high-
lighter (to immediately emphasize impor-
tant information).

e Provide a tape recorder to supplement
note-taking.

o Have a proofreading buddy for notes and
essays.

Resou

http://www.learninginfo.org/visual-
processing-disorder .htm

http://ezinearticles.com/?Learning-Disability
---Visual-Processing-Disorder&id=422315

Call the follow

Eshe’s Learning Center
662 — 7206.

Workplace Modifications
& Accommodations

Written instruction cards, laminated to help
with performing multi-step job duties
Adjusting the font or background color on
the computer screen to help people with dys-
lexia

Receiving company communications in writ-
ten form, such as via email or memos. Writ-
ten communication can be provided either
before a company meeting to provide the
person time to process information or after
the meeting to allow the person to have a
written copy of what was discussed.

Use of spell-check software or having a co-
worker edit written work.

Use of assistive technology, such as software
that translates the spoken word into the writ-
ten word

Using a tape recorder during company meet-
ings or when given instruction.
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What is Visual Processing Disorder?

A visual processing disorder is the inability for an
individual to make proper sense of information
taken in through the eyes. This disorder has noth-
ing to do with one’s vision or the sharpness of it,
but is the difficulties experienced with how visual
information is processed by the person’s brain.
The individual may have 20/20 vision, but may
have problems in figuring out background from
foreground, size, forms, and positions in space.

Five main regions affected by
Visual Processing Disorder.

Object Recoghnition - Here the individual finds it
difficult to recognize familiar objects. One reason
is because they are unable to put the whole image
into place. They see it in parts and not as a whole
object. For some others it could be a visual mem-
ory problem, where, even if the object is recog-
nized as a familiar object, they may not be able to
recollect from memory an object which is similar
or are unable to make a connection between the
object before them and the remembered object.

Spatial Relations - This has reference to objects in
space and their position and also the ability to
perceive objects in space in relation to other ob-
jects. Mathematics and reading are two subjects
that deal with numbers, letter, symbols and where
the understanding of spatial relationships and
accurate perception are rather important.

Visual Closure - The individual finds it difficult to
figure out an object only if part of it is visible. For
example he/she will find it difficult to figure out a
word if a letter is missing from that word, or per-
haps will be unable to recognize a car if the wheels
are missing or difficulty in recognizing a face if the
nose or mouth or eye does not complete the pic-
ture.

The
pictures
confuse me.

Please
explain
them.

Visual discrimination - Here the individual, by sense
of sight is unable to tell the difference between two
similar objects, or two similar shapes or even two
similar letters. He/she is also unable to tell or notice
the differences and similarities between a particular
color, patterns and shapes.

Whole/part relationships - Here the individual finds it
difficult to recognize an object, for example, either
he/she sees the whole object or he/she sees only
parts of the object. A typical example would be an
individual may see the tree but not the forest or may
see the forest and not the tree.

Classroom
Accommodations and
Modifications

Use books, worksheets and other materials
with enlarged print.

Read written directions aloud. Varying teaching
methods can help promote understanding.

Be aware of the weakness but don't overem-
phasize it. While helping a child work on the
weakness is important; it is just as important to
build other skills and function in any setting.

Break assignments and chores into clear, con-
cise steps. Often multiple steps can be difficult
to visualize and complete.

Give examples and point out the important de-
tails of visual information (the part of a picture
that contains information for a particular ques-
tion).

Provide information about a task before start-
ing to focus attention on the activity.

Allow student to write answers on the same
sheet of paper as the questions or offer oppor-
tunities for student to explain answers orally.

Provide paper for writing and math work that
has darker or raised lines to make the bounda-
ries more distinct.

Organize assignments to be completed in
smaller steps instead of one large finished




